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42 U.S. Code §1395dd

Examination and treatment for emergency medical conditions and
women in labor

(a) Medical screening requirement

In the case of a hospital that has a hospital emergency department, if any individual (whether or not eligible for
benefits under this subchapter) comes to the emergency department and a request is made on the individual’s
behalf for examination or treatment for a medical condition, the hospital must provide for an appropriate
medical screening examination within the capability of the hospital’s emergency department, including
ancillary services routinely available to the emergency department, to determine whether or not an emergency
medical condition (within the meaning of subsection (e)(1)) exists.

(b) Necessary stabilizing treatment for emergency medical conditions and labor

(1) In general
If any individual (whether or not eligible for benefits under this subchapter) comes to a hospital and the
hospital determines that the individual has an emergency medical condition, the hospital must provide either

(A) within the staff and facilities available at the hospital, for such further medical examination and such
treatment as may be required to stabilize the medical condition, or

(B) for transfer of the individual to another medical facility in accordance with subsection (c).
(2) Refusal to consent to treatment

A hospital is deemed to meet the requirement of paragraph (1)(A) with respect to an individual if the
hospital offers the individual the further medical examination and treatment described in that paragraph
and informs the individual (or a person acting on the individual’s behalf) of the risks and benefits to the
individual of such examination and treatment, but the individual (or a person acting on the individual’s
behalf) refuses to consent to the examination and treatment. The hospital shall take all reasonable steps to
secure the individual’s (or person’s) written informed consent to refuse such examination and treatment.

(3) Refusal to consent to transfer

A hospital is deemed to meet the requirement of paragraph (1) with respect to an individual if the hospital
offers to transfer the individual to another medical facility in accordance with subsection (c) and informs
the individual (or a person acting on the individual’s behalf) of the risks and benefits to the individual of
such transfer, but the individual (or a person acting on the individual’s behalf) refuses to consent to the
transfer. The hospital shall take all reasonable steps to secure the individual’s (or person’s) written
informed consent to refuse such transfer.
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