
42 U.S. Code § 1320d
Definitions

For purposes of this part:

(1) Code set
The term “code set” means any set of codes used for encoding data elements, such as tables of terms,
medical concepts, medical diagnostic codes, or medical procedure codes.

(2) Health care clearinghouse
The term “health care clearinghouse” means a public or private entity that processes or facilitates the
processing of nonstandard data elements of health information into standard data elements.

(3) Health care provider
The term “health care provider” includes a provider of services (as defined in section 1395x(u) of this title), a
provider of medical or other health services (as defined in section 1395x(s) of this title), and any other person
furnishing health care services or supplies.

(4) Health information
The term “health information” means any information, whether oral or recorded in any form or medium, that
—

(A) is created or received by a health care provider, health plan, public health authority, employer, life
insurer, school or university, or health care clearinghouse; and

(B) relates to the past, present, or future physical or mental health or condition of an individual, the
provision of health care to an individual, or the past, present, or future payment for the provision of health
care to an individual.
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