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42 U.S. Code § 1306

Disclosure of information in possession of Social Security
Administration or Department of Health and Human Services

(a) Disclosure prohibited; exceptions

(1) No disclosure of any return or portion of a return (including information returns and other written
statements) filed with the Commissioner of Internal Revenue under title VIII of the Social Security Act or under
subchapter E of chapter 1 or subchapter A of chapter 9 of the Internal Revenue Code [of 1939], or under
regulations made under authority thereof, which has been transmitted to the head of the applicable agency by
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, or of any file, record, report, or other paper, or any information,
obtained at any time by the head of the applicable agency or by any officer or employee of the applicable agency
in the course of discharging the duties of the head of the applicable agency under this chapter, and no
disclosure of any such file, record, report, or other paper, or information, obtained at any time by any person
from the head of the applicable agency or from any officer or employee of the applicable agency, shall be made
except as the head of the applicable agency may by regulations prescribe and except as otherwise provided by
Federal law. Any person who shall violate any provision of this section shall be deemed guilty of a felony and,
upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $10,000 for each occurrence of a violation,
or by imprisonment not exceeding 5 years, or both.

(2) For purposes of this subsection and subsection (b), the term “applicable agency” means—

(A) the Social Security Administration, with respect to matter transmitted to or obtained by such
Administration or matter disclosed by such Administration, or

(B) the Department of Health and Human Services, with respect to matter transmitted to or obtained by such
Department or matter disclosed by such Department.
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