
42 U.S. Code § 1320b-10
Prohibitions relating to references to Social Security or Medicare

(a) Prohibited acts
(1) No person may use, in connection with any item constituting an advertisement, solicitation, circular, book,
pamphlet, or other communication (including any Internet or other electronic communication), or a play,
motion picture, broadcast, telecast, or other production, alone or with other words, letters, symbols, or
emblems—

(A) the words “Social Security”, “Social Security Account”, “Social Security System”, “Social Security
Administration”, “Medicare”, “Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services”, “Department of Health and
Human Services”, “Health and Human Services”, “Supplemental Security Income Program”, “Medicaid”,
“Death Benefits Update”, “Federal Benefit Information”, “Funeral Expenses”, or “Final Supplemental
Plan”, the letters “SSA”, “CMS”, “DHHS”, “HHS”, or “SSI”, or any other combination or variation of such
words or letters, or

(B) a symbol or emblem of the Social Security Administration, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, or
Department of Health and Human Services (including the design of, or a reasonable facsimile of the design

of, the social security card issued pursuant to section 405(c)(2)(F) of this title or the Medicare card,,[1] the
check used for payment of benefits under subchapter II, or envelopes or other stationery used by the Social
Security Administration, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, or Department of Health and Human
Services), or any other combination or variation of such symbols or emblems,

in a manner which such person knows or should know would convey, or in a manner which reasonably could be
interpreted or construed as conveying, the false impression that such item is approved, endorsed, or
authorized by the Social Security Administration, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, or the
Department of Health and Human Services or that such person has some connection with, or authorization
from, the Social Security Administration, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, or the Department of
Health and Human Services. The preceding provisions of this subsection shall not apply with respect to the use
by any agency or instrumentality of a State or political subdivision of a State of any words or letters which
identify an agency or instrumentality of such State or of a political subdivision of such State or the use by any
such agency or instrumentality of any symbol or emblem of an agency or instrumentality of such State or a
political subdivision of such State.
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