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To the one with a hammer, everything looks like a nail

By Joe Murphy, CCEP

Joe MurphyJoe Murphy (jemurphy5730@gmail.com) is a Senior Advisor at Compliance Strategists, SCCE’s Director of Public
Policy, and Editor-in-Chief of CEP Magazine.

If your focus is X, you tend to see X. If your tool is a hammer, you tend to see nails. What is the message in our
field? If you are accustomed to seeing compliance a certain way, then guidance from the government can tend to
confirm your bias. This may explain why, so often, when I see commentators talking about different guidance
documents from the government, they tend to focus on just the points they expected to see and omit very
significant points that are not on their own personal list.
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