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New Zealand startup to open facility to extract precious metals from
e-waste

By Sascha Matuszak

The United Kingdom (UK) will be home to its first commercial refinery for extracting precious metals from
electronic waste. The refinery will use bacteria-based processes instead of the more environmentally harmful
cyanide-based processes to remove precious metals—including gold, palladium, silver and copper—from
electronic waste (e-waste). The refinery is part of the UK’s plan to build a circular economy and reduce its
reliance on exporting waste to other countries for recycling.
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