
42 C.F.R. § 406.27
Special enrollment periods for exceptional conditions.

(a) General rule. Beginning January 1, 2023, in accordance with the Secretary's authority in sections 1837(m)
and 1838(g) of the Act, the following SEPs, as defined under § 406.24(a)(4), are provided for individuals
that missed a Medicare enrollment period, (as specified in § 406.21, § 406.24, or § 406.25), due to
exceptional conditions as determined by the Secretary and established under paragraphs (b) through (f) of
this section. SEPs are provided for exceptional conditions that took place on or after January 1, 2023 except
as specified in paragraph (e) of this section.

(b) Special enrollment period for individuals impacted by an emergency or disaster. An SEP exists for individuals
prevented from submitting a timely Medicare enrollment request by an emergency or disaster declared by a
Federal, State, or local government entity.

(1) SEP parameters. An individual is eligible for the SEP if they (or their SSA-authorized representative as
defined at 42 CFR 405.910), their legal guardian, or person who makes healthcare decisions on behalf of that
individual reside (or resided) in an area for which a Federal, State or local government entity newly declared a
disaster or other emergency. The individual (or the individual's authorized representative, legal guardian, or
person who makes healthcare decisions on behalf of that individual) must demonstrate that they reside (or
resided) in the area during the period covered by that declaration.

(2) SEP duration. The SEP begins on the earlier of the date an emergency or disaster is declared or, if different,
the start date identified in such declaration. The SEP ends 6 months after the end date identified in the
declaration, the end date of any extensions or the date when the declaration has been determined to have
ended or has been revoked, if applicable.
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