
40 C.F.R. § 1501.10
Time limits.

(a) To ensure that agencies conduct NEPA reviews as efficiently and expeditiously as practicable, Federal
agencies should set time limits appropriate to individual actions or types of actions (consistent with the
time intervals required by § 1506.11 of this chapter).

(b) To ensure timely decision making, agencies shall complete:

(1) Environmental assessments within 1 year unless a senior agency official of the lead agency approves a
longer period in writing and establishes a new time limit. One year is measured from the date of agency
decision to prepare an environmental assessment to the publication of an environmental assessment or a
finding of no significant impact.
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