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42 C.F.R. § 410.67

Medicare coyerage and payment of Opioid use disorder treatment
services furnished by Opioid treatment programs.

(a) Basis and scope— (1) Basis. This section implements sections 1861(jjj), 1861(s)(2)(HH), 1833(a)(1)(CC) and
1834(w) of the Act which provide for coverage of opioid use disorder treatment services furnished by an
opioid treatment program and the payment of a bundled payment under Part B to an opioid treatment
program for opioid use disorder treatment services that are furnished to a beneficiary during an episode of
care beginning on or after January 1, 2020.

(2) Scope. This section sets forth the criteria for an opioid treatment program, the scope of opioid use disorder
treatment services, and the methodology for determining the bundled payments to opioid treatment programs
for furnishing opioid use disorder treatment services.

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:
Episode of care means a one-week (contiguous 7-day) period.

Opioid treatment program means an entity that is an opioid treatment program (as defined in § 8.2 of this title, or
any successor regulation) that meets the requirements described in paragraph (c) of this section.

Opioid use disorder treatment service means one of the following items or services for the treatment of opioid use
disorder that is furnished by an opioid treatment program that meets the requirements described in paragraph
(c) of this section.

(i) Opioid agonist and antagonist treatment medications (including oral, injected, or implanted versions) that
are approved by the Food and Drug Administration under section 505 of the Federal, Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act for use in treatment of opioid use disorder.

(ii) Dispensing and administration of opioid agonist and antagonist treatment medications, if applicable.

(iii) Substance use counseling by a professional to the extent authorized under State law to furnish such
services including services furnished via two-way interactive audio-video communication technology, as
clinically appropriate, and in compliance with all applicable requirements. During a Public Health
Emergency, as defined in § 400.200 of this chapter, or for services furnished after the end of such
emergency, in cases where audio/video communication technology is not available to the beneficiary, the
counseling services may be furnished using audio-only telephone calls if all other applicable requirements
are met.

(iv) Individual and group therapy with a physician or psychologist (or other mental health professional to the
extent authorized under State law), including services furnished via two-way interactive audio-video
communication technology, as clinically appropriate, and in compliance with all applicable requirements.
During a Public Health Emergency, as defined in § 400.200 of this chapter, or for services furnished after
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the end of such emergency, in cases where audio/video communication technology is not available to the
beneficiary, the therapy services may be furnished using audio-only telephone calls if all other applicable
requirements are met.

(v) Toxicology testing.

(vi) Intake activities, including initial medical examination services required under § 8.12(f)(2) of this title
and initial assessment services required under § 8.12(f)(4) of this title. Services to initiate treatment with
buprenorphine may be furnished via two-way interactive audio-video communication technology, as
clinically appropriate, and in compliance with all applicable requirements. In cases where audio-video
communications technology is not available to the beneficiary, services to initiate treatment with
buprenorphine may be furnished using audio-only telephone calls if all other applicable requirements are

met.
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