
Compliance Today - February 2020
New rules proposed to increase accountability and availability of
the organ transplant supply

On December 17, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced in a press release, “As
directed by President Trump in his July 10 Executive Order on Advancing American Kidney Health, the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is issuing a proposed rule to change the way organ procurement
organizations (OPOs) are held accountable for their performance, and the Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) is issuing a proposed rule to remove financial barriers to living organ donation.”

According to the press release, “This proposal could increase the number of transplant recipients receiving a
better quality organ in a shorter time period from living donors. In general, recipients of kidney transplants from
living organ donors have better clinical outcomes than those who continue on dialysis or those who receive a
deceased donor kidney transplant. HRSA also is reviewing a notice that would increase the income threshold for
living donors eligible for reimbursements.”
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