
40 C.F.R. § 6.400
Purpose and policy.

(a) Purpose. On January 4, 1979, the President signed Executive Order 12114 entitled “Environmental Effects
Abroad of Major Federal Actions.” The purpose of this Executive Order is to enable responsible Federal
officials in carrying out or approving major Federal actions which affect foreign nations or the global
commons to be informed of pertinent environmental considerations and to consider fully the
environmental impacts of the actions undertaken. While based on independent authority, this Order
furthers the purpose of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and the
Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act (MPRSA) (33 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.). It should be noted,
however, that in fulfilling its responsibilities under Executive Order 12114, EPA shall be guided by CEQ
regulations only to the extent that they are made expressly applicable by this subpart. The procedures set
forth below reflect EPA's duties and responsibilities as required under the Executive Order and satisfy the
requirement for issuance of procedures under section 2-1 of the Executive Order.
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