
40 C.F.R. § 6.303
Third-party agreements.

(a) If an EA or EIS is to be prepared for an action subject to subparts A through C of this part, the Responsible
Official and the applicant may enter into an agreement whereby the applicant engages and pays for the
services of a third-party contractor to prepare an EA or EIS and any associated documents for
consideration by EPA. In such cases, the Responsible Official must approve the qualifications of the third-
party contractor. The third-party contractor must be selected on the basis of ability and absence of any
conflict of interest. Consistent with 40 CFR 1506.5(c), in consultation with the applicant, the Responsible
Official shall select the contractor. The Responsible Official must provide guidance to the applicant and
contractor regarding the information to be developed, including the project's scope, and guide and
participate in the collection, analysis, and presentation of the information. The Responsible Official has
sole authority for final approval of and EA or EIS.
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