
40 C.F.R. § 6.203
Public participation.

(a) General requirements. (1) The procedures in this section apply to EPA's environmental review processes,
including development, supplementation, adoption, and revision of NEPA documents.

(2) The Responsible Official will make diligent efforts to involve the public, including applicants, in the
preparation of EAs or EISs consistent with 40 CFR 1501.4 and 1506.6 and applicable EPA public participation
regulations (e.g., 40 CFR Part 25).

(3) EPA NEPA documents will use plain language to the extent possible.

(4) The Responsible Official will, to the greatest extent possible, give notice to any state or local government,
or federally-recognized Indian tribe that, in the Official's judgment, may be affected by an action for which
EPA plans to prepare an EA or an EIS.

(5) The Responsible Official must use appropriate communication procedures to ensure meaningful public
participation throughout the NEPA process. The Responsible Official must make reasonable efforts to involve
the potentially affected communities where the proposed action is expected to have environmental impacts or
where the proposed action may have human health or environmental effects in any communities, including
minority communities, low-income communities, or federally-recognized Indian tribal communities.
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