
40 C.F.R. § 26.1102
Definitions.

(a) Administrator means the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and any other
officer or employee of EPA to whom authority has been delegated.

(b) Common Rule refers to the Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects as established in 1991 and
codified by EPA and 14 other Federal departments and agencies (see the Federal Register issue of June 18,
1991 (56 FR 28003)) and its subsequent revisions as adopted by EPA and other federal departments and
agencies (see the Federal Register issue of January 19, 2017 (82 FR 7149)). The Common Rule contains a
widely accepted set of standards for conducting ethical research with human subjects, together with a set
of procedures designed to ensure that the standards are met. Once codified or adopted by a Federal
department or agency, the requirements of the Common Rule apply to research conducted or sponsored by
that Federal department or agency. EPA's codification of the Common Rule appears in 40 CFR part 26,
subpart A.

(c) Federal department or agency refers to a federal department or agency (the department or agency itself
rather than its bureaus, offices or divisions) that takes appropriate administrative action to make the
Common Rule applicable to the research involving human subjects it conducts, supports, or otherwise
regulates (e.g., the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the U.S. Department of Defense, or the
Central Intelligence Agency).
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