
40 C.F.R. § 25.7
Advisory groups.

(a) Applicability. The requirements of this section on advisory groups shall be met whenever provisions of this
chapter require use of an advisory group by State, interstate, or substate agencies involved in activities
supported by EPA financial assistance under any of the three Acts.

(b) Role. Primary responsibility for decision-making in environmental programs is vested by law in the
elected and appointed officials who serve on public bodies and agencies at various levels of government.
However, all segments of the public must have the opportunity to participate in environmental quality
planning. Accordingly, where EPA identifies a need for continued attention of an informed core group of
citizens in relation to activities conducted with EPA financial assistance, program regulations elsewhere in
this chapter will require an advisory group to be appointed by the financially assisted agency. Such advisory
groups will not be the sole mechanism for public participation, but will complement other mechanisms.
They are intended to assist elected or appointed officials with final decision-making responsibility by
making recommendations to such officials on important issues. In addition, advisory groups should foster
a constructive interchange among the various interests present on the group and enhance the prospect of
community acceptance of agency action.

(c) Membership. (1) The agency receiving financial assistance shall assure that the advisory group reflects a
balance of interests in the affected area. In order to meet this requirement, the assisted agency shall take
positive action, in accordance with paragraph (c)(3) of this section, to establish an advisory group which
consists of substantially equivalent proportions of the following four groups:

(i) Private citizens. No person may be included in this portion of the advisory group who is likely to incur a
financial gain or loss greater than that of an average homeowner, taxpayer or consumer as a result of any
action likely to be taken by the assisted agency.
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