
40 C.F.R. § 25.4
Information, notification, and consultation responsibilities.

(a) General. EPA, State, interstate, and substate agencies shall conduct a continuing program for public
information and participation in the development and implementation of activities covered by this part.
This program shall meet the following requirements:

(b) Information and assistance requirements. (1) Providing information to the public is a necessary prerequisite
to meaningful, active public involvement. Agencies shall design informational activities to encourage and
facilitate the public's participation in all significant decisions covered by § 25.2(a), particularly where
alternative courses of action are proposed.

(2) Each agency shall provide the public with continuing policy, program, and technical information and
assistance beginning at the earliest practicable time. Informational materials shall highlight significant issues
that will be the subject of decision-making. Whenever possible, consistent with applicable statutory
requirements, the social, economic, and environmental consequences of proposed decisions shall be clearly
stated in such material. Each agency shall identify segments of the public likely to be affected by agency
decisions and should consider targeting informational materials toward them (in addition to the materials
directed toward the general public). Lengthy documents and complex technical materials that relate to
significant decisions should be summarized for public and media uses. Fact sheets, news releases, newsletters,
and other similar publications may be used to provide notice that materials are available and to facilitate public
understanding of more complex documents, but shall not be a substitute for public access to the full
documents.
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