
40 C.F.R. § 25.3
Policy and objectives.

(a) EPA, State, interstate, and substate agencies carrying out activities described in § 25.2(a) shall provide for,
encourage, and assist the participation of the public. The term, “the public” in the broadest sense means
the people as a whole, the general populace. There are a number of identifiable “segments of the public”
which may have a particular interest in a given program or decision. Interested and affected segments of
the public may be affected directly by a decision, either beneficially or adversely; they may be affected
indirectly; or they may have some other concern about the decision. In addition to private citizens, the
public may include, among others, representatives of consumer, environmental, and minority
associations; trade, industrial, agricultural, and labor organizations; public health, scientific, and
professional societies; civic associations; public officials; and governmental and educational associations.
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