
40 C.F.R. § 25.12
Assuring compliance with public participation requirements.

(a) Financial assistance programs—(1) Applications. EPA shall review the public participation work plan (or, if
no work plan is required by this chapter for the particular financial assistance agreement, the public
participation element) included in the application to determine consistency with all policies and
requirements of this part. No financial assistance shall be awarded unless EPA is satisfied that the public
participation policies and requirements of this part and, any applicable public participation requirements
found elsewhere in this chapter, will be met.

(2) Compliance—(i) Evaluation. EPA shall evaluate compliance with public participation requirements using the
work plan, responsiveness summary, and other available information. EPA will judge the adequacy of the
public participation effort in relation to the objectives and requirements of § 25.3 and § 25.4 and other
applicable requirements. In conducting this evaluation, EPA may request additional information from the
assisted agency, including records of hearings and meetings, and may invite public comment on the agency's
performance. The evaluation will be undertaken as part of any mid-project review required in various
programs under this chapter; where no such review is required the review shall be conducted at an
approximate mid-point in continuing EPA oversight activity. EPA may, however, undertake such evaluation at
any point in the project period, and will do so whenever it believes that an assisted agency may have failed to
meet public participation requirements.
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