
40 C.F.R. § 22.18
Quick resolution; settlement; alternative dispute resolution.

(a) Quick resolution. (1) A respondent may resolve the proceeding at any time by paying the specific penalty
proposed in the complaint or in complainant's prehearing exchange in full as specified by complainant and
by filing with the Regional Hearing Clerk a copy of the check or other instrument of payment. If the
complaint contains a specific proposed penalty and respondent pays that proposed penalty in full within 30
days after receiving the complaint, then no answer need be filed. This paragraph (a) shall not apply to any
complaint which seeks a compliance or corrective action order or Permit Action. In a proceeding subject to
the public comment provisions of § 22.45, this quick resolution is not available until 10 days after the close
of the comment period.

(2) Any respondent who wishes to resolve a proceeding by paying the proposed penalty instead of filing an
answer, but who needs additional time to pay the penalty, may file a written statement with the Regional
Hearing Clerk within 30 days after receiving the complaint stating that the respondent agrees to pay the
proposed penalty in accordance with paragraph (a)(1) of this section. The written statement need not contain
any response to, or admission of, the allegations in the complaint. Within 60 days after receiving the
complaint, the respondent shall pay the full amount of the proposed penalty. Failure to make such payment
within 60 days of receipt of the complaint may subject the respondent to default pursuant to § 22.17.
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