
42 C.F.R. § 493.901
Approval of proficiency testing programs.

In order for a proficiency testing program to receive HHS approval, the program must be offered by a private
nonprofit organization or a Federal or State agency, or entity acting as a designated agent for the State. An
organization, Federal, or State program seeking approval or reapproval for its program for the next calendar year
must submit an application providing the required information by July 1 of the current year. The organization,
Federal, or State program must provide technical assistance to laboratories seeking to qualify under the program,
and must, for each specialty, subspecialty, and analyte or test for which it provides testing—

(a) Assure the quality of test samples, appropriately evaluate and score the testing results, and identify
performance problems in a timely manner;
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