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42 C.F.R. § 493.855

Standard; Cytology: gynecologic examinations.

To participate successfully in a cytology proficiency testing program for gynecologic examinations (Pap smears),
the laboratory must meet the requirements of paragraphs (a) through (c) of this section.

(a) The laboratory must ensure that each individual engaged in the examination of gynecologic preparations
is enrolled in a proficiency testing program approved by CMS by January 1, 1995, if available in the State in
which he or she is employed. The laboratory must ensure that each individual is tested at least once per
year and obtains a passing score. To ensure this annual testing of individuals, an announced or
unannounced testing event will be conducted on-site in each laboratory at least once each year.
Laboratories will be notified of the time of each announced on-site testing event at least 30 days prior to
each event. Additional testing events will be conducted as necessary in each State or region for the purpose
of testing individuals who miss the on-site testing event and for retesting individuals as described in
paragraph (b) of this section.
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