
42 C.F.R. § 491.8
Staffing and staff responsibilities.

(a) Staffing. (1) The clinic or center has a health care staff that includes one or more physicians. Rural health
clinic staffs must also include one or more physician's assistants or nurse practitioners.

(2) The physician member of the staff may be the owner of the rural health clinic, an employee of the clinic or
center, or under agreement with the clinic or center to carry out the responsibilities required under this
section.

(3) The physician assistant, nurse practitioner, certified nurse-midwife, clinical social worker, clinical
psychologist, marriage and family therapist, or mental health counselor member of the staff may be the owner
or an employee of the clinic or center, or may furnish services under contract to the clinic or center. In the case
of a clinic, at least one physician assistant or nurse practitioner must be an employee of the clinic.
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