
42 C.F.R. § 491.12
Emergency preparedness.

The Rural Health Clinic/Federally Qualified Health Center (RHC/FQHC) must comply with all applicable Federal,
State, and local emergency preparedness requirements. The RHC/FQHC must establish and maintain an
emergency preparedness program that meets the requirements of this section. The emergency preparedness
program must include, but not be limited to, the following elements:

(a) Emergency plan. The RHC or FQHC must develop and maintain an emergency preparedness plan that must
be reviewed and updated at least every 2 years. The plan must do all of the following:

(1) Be based on and include a documented, facility-based and community-based risk assessment, utilizing an
all-hazards approach.

(2) Include strategies for addressing emergency events identified by the risk assessment.

(3) Address patient population, including, but not limited to, the type of services the RHC/FQHC has the ability
to provide in an emergency; and continuity of operations, including delegations of authority and succession
plans.

(4) Include a process for cooperation and collaboration with local, tribal, regional, State, and Federal
emergency preparedness officials' efforts to maintain an integrated response during a disaster or emergency
situation.

(b) Policies and procedures. The RHC or FQHC must develop and implement emergency preparedness policies
and procedures, based on the emergency plan set forth in paragraph (a) of this section, risk assessment at
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, and the communication plan at paragraph (c) of this section. The policies
and procedures must be reviewed and updated at least every 2 years. At a minimum, the policies and
procedures must address the following:
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