
42 C.F.R. § 488.8
Ongoing review of accrediting organizations.

(a) Performance review. In accordance with section 1875(b) of the Act, CMS evaluates the performance of each
CMS-approved accreditation program on an ongoing basis. This review includes, but is not limited to the
following:

(1) Review of the organization's survey activity.

(2) Analysis of the results of the validation surveys under § 488.9(a)(1), including the rate of disparity between
certifications of the accrediting organization and certifications of the SA.

(3) Review of the organization's continued fulfillment of the requirements in § 488.5(a).

(b) Comparability review. CMS assesses the equivalency of an accrediting organization's CMS-approved
program requirements to the comparable Medicare requirements if the following conditions exist:

(1) CMS imposes new Medicare certification requirements or changes its survey process.

(i) CMS provides written notice of the changes to the affected accrediting organization.

(ii) CMS specifies in its written notice a timeframe, not less than 30 calendar days from the date of the notice, for
the accrediting organization to submit its proposed equivalent changes, including its implementation timeframe,
for CMS review. CMS may extend the deadline after due consideration of a written request for extension by the
accrediting organization, submitted prior to the original deadline.

(iii) After completing the comparability review CMS provides written notification to the organization whether or
not the accreditation program, including the proposed revisions and implementation timeframe, continues to
meet or exceed all applicable Medicare requirements.

(iv) If, no later than 60 calendar days after receipt of the organization's proposed changes, CMS does not provide
the written notice to the organization required in paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of this section, then the revised program
will be deemed to meet or exceed all applicable Medicare requirements and to have continued CMS approval.

(v) If an organization fails to submit its proposed changes within the required timeframe, or fails to implement
the proposed changes that have been determined by CMS or deemed to be comparable, CMS may open an
accreditation program review in accordance with paragraph (c) of this section.
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