
42 C.F.R. § 486.344
Condition: Evaluation and management of potential donors and
organ placement and recovery.

The OPO must have written protocols for donor evaluation and management and organ placement and recovery
that meet current standards of practice and are designed to maximize organ quality and optimize the number of
donors and the number of organs recovered and transplanted per donor.

(a) Potential donor protocol management. (1) The medical director is responsible for ensuring that potential
donor evaluation and management protocols are implemented correctly and appropriately to ensure that
potential donors are thoroughly assessed for medical suitability for organ donation and clinically managed
to optimize organ viability and function.

(2) The OPO must implement a system that ensures that a qualified physician or other qualified individual is
available to assist in the medical management of a potential donor when the surgeon on call is unavailable.

(b) Potential donor evaluation. The OPO must do the following:

(1) Verify that death has been pronounced according to applicable local, State, and Federal laws.
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