
42 C.F.R. § 486.314
Appeals.

If an OPO's de-certification is due to involuntary termination or non-renewal of its agreement with CMS, the OPO
may appeal the de-certification on substantive and procedural grounds.

(a) Notice of initial determination. CMS mails notice to the OPO of an initial de-certification determination. The
notice contains the reasons for the determination, the effect of the determination, and the OPO's right to
seek reconsideration.

(b) Reconsideration. (1) Filing request. If the OPO is dissatisfied with the de-certification determination, it has
15 business days from receipt of the notice of de-certification to seek reconsideration from CMS. The
request for reconsideration must state the issues or findings of fact with which the OPO disagrees and the
reasons for disagreement.

(2) An OPO must seek reconsideration before it is entitled to seek a hearing before a hearing officer. If an OPO
does not request reconsideration or its request is not made timely, the OPO has no right to further
administrative review.

(3) Reconsideration determination. CMS makes a written reconsidered determination within 10 business days of
receipt of the request for reconsideration, affirming, reversing, or modifying the initial determination and the
findings on which it was based. CMS augments the administrative record to include any additional materials
submitted by the OPO, and a copy of the reconsideration decision and sends the supplemented administrative
record to the CMS hearing officer.
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