
42 C.F.R. § 486.308
Designation of one OPO for each service area.

(a) CMS designates only one OPO per service area. A service area is open for competition when the OPO for the
service area is de-certified and all administrative appeals under § 486.314 are exhausted.

(b) Designation periods—

(1) General. An OPO is normally designated for a 4-year agreement cycle. The period may be shorter, for
example, if an OPO has voluntarily terminated its agreement with CMS and CMS selects a successor OPO for the
balance of the 4-year agreement cycle. In rare situations, a designation period may be longer, for example, a
designation may be extended if additional time is needed to select a successor OPO to replace an OPO that has
been de-certified.
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