
42 C.F.R. § 485.721
Condition of participation: Clinical records.

The organization maintains clinical records on all patients in accordance with accepted professional standards,
and practices. The clinical records are completely and accurately documented, readily accessible, and
systematically organized to facilitate retrieving and compiling information.

(a) Standard: Protection of clinical record information. The organization recognizes the confidentiality of clinical
record information and provides safeguards against loss, destruction, or unauthorized use. Written
procedures govern the use and removal of records and the conditions for release of information. The
patient's written consent is required for release of information not authorized by law.
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