
42 C.F.R. § 485.631
Condition of participation: Staffing and staff responsibilities.

(a) Standard: Staffing—(1) The CAH has a professional health care staff that includes one or more doctors of
medicine or osteopathy, and may include one or more physician assistants, nurse practitioners, or clinical
nurse specialists.

(2) Any ancillary personnel are supervised by the professional staff.

(3) The staff is sufficient to provide the services essential to the operation of the CAH.

(4) A doctor of medicine or osteopathy, nurse practitioner, clinical nurse specialist, or physician assistant is
available to furnish patient care services at all times the CAH operates.

(5) A registered nurse, clinical nurse specialist, or licensed practical nurse is on duty whenever the CAH has one
or more inpatients.

(b) Standard: Responsibilities of the doctor of medicine or osteopathy. (1) The doctor of medicine or osteopathy—

(i) Provides medical direction for the CAH's health care activities and consultation for, and medical supervision
of, the health care staff;

(ii) In conjunction with the physician assistant and/or nurse practitioner member(s), participates in
developing, executing, and periodically reviewing the CAH's written policies governing the services it
furnishes.

(iii) In conjunction with the physician assistant and/or nurse practitioner members, periodically reviews the
CAH's patient records, provides medical orders, and provides medical care services to the patients of the CAH;
and

(iv) Periodically reviews and signs the records of all inpatients cared for by nurse practitioners, clinical nurse
specialists, certified nurse midwives, or physician assistants.
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