
42 C.F.R. § 484.60
Condition of participation: Care planning, coordination of services,
and quality of care.

Patients are accepted for treatment on the reasonable expectation that an HHA can meet the patient's medical,
nursing, rehabilitative, and social needs in his or her place of residence. Each patient must receive an
individualized written plan of care, including any revisions or additions. The individualized plan of care must
specify the care and services necessary to meet the patient-specific needs as identified in the comprehensive
assessment, including identification of the responsible discipline(s), and the measurable outcomes that the HHA
anticipates will occur as a result of implementing and coordinating the plan of care. The individualized plan of
care must also specify the patient and caregiver education and training. Services must be furnished in accordance
with accepted standards of practice.

(a) Standard: Plan of care.  (1) Each patient must receive the home health services that are written in an
individualized plan of care that identifies patient-specific measurable outcomes and goals, and which is
established, periodically reviewed, and signed by a doctor of medicine, osteopathy, or podiatry or allowed
practitioner acting within the scope of his or her state license, certification, or registration. If a physician
or allowed practitioner refers a patient under a plan of care that cannot be completed until after an
evaluation visit, the physician or allowed practitioner is consulted to approve additions or modifications to
the original plan.
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