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42 C.F.R. § 483.73

Emergency preparedness.

The LTC facility must comply with all applicable Federal, State and local emergency preparedness requirements.
The LTC facility must establish and maintain an emergency preparedness program that meets the requirements
of this section. The emergency preparedness program must include, but not be limited to, the following
elements:

(a) Emergency plan. The LTC facility must develop and maintain an emergency preparedness plan that must be
reviewed, and updated at least annually. The plan must do all of the following:

(1) Be based on and include a documented, facility-based and community-based risk assessment, utilizing an
all-hazards approach, including missing residents.

(2) Include strategies for addressing emergency events identified by the risk assessment.

(3) Address resident population, including, but not limited to, persons at-risk; the type of services the LTC
facility has the ability to provide in an emergency; and continuity of operations, including delegations of
authority and succession plans.

(4) Include a process for cooperation and collaboration with local, tribal, regional, State, or Federal emergency
preparedness officials' efforts to maintain an integrated response during a disaster or emergency situation.

(b) Policies and procedures. The LTC facility must develop and implement emergency preparedness policies and
procedures, based on the emergency plan set forth in paragraph (a) of this section, risk assessment at
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, and the communication plan at paragraph (c) of this section. The policies
and procedures must be reviewed and updated at least annually. At a minimum, the policies and
procedures must address the following:

(1) The provision of subsistence needs for staff and residents, whether they evacuate or shelter in place,
include, but are not limited to the following:

(i) Food, water, medical, and pharmaceutical supplies.

(ii) Alternate sources of energy to maintain—

(A) Temperatures to protect resident health and safety and for the safe and sanitary storage of provisions;
(B) Emergency lighting;

(C) Fire detection, extinguishing, and alarm systems; and

(D) Sewage and waste disposal.

(2) A system to track the location of on-duty staff and sheltered residents in the LTC facility's care during and

Copyright © 2024 by Society of Corporate Compliance and Ethics (SCCE) & Health Care Compliance Association (HCCA). No claim to original US
Government works. All rights reserved. Usage is governed under this website’s Terms of Use.

-1-


https://compliancecosmos.org/emergency-preparedness-1
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use

after an emergency. If on-duty staff and sheltered residents are relocated during the emergency, the LTC
facility must document the specific name and location of the receiving facility or other location.
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