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42 C.F.R. § 483.12

Freedom from abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

The resident has the right to be free from abuse, neglect, misappropriation of resident property, and exploitation
as defined in this subpart. This includes but is not limited to freedom from corporal punishment, involuntary
seclusion and any physical or chemical restraint not required to treat the resident's medical symptoms.

(a) The facility must—
(1) Not use verbal, mental, sexual, or physical abuse, corporal punishment, or involuntary seclusion;

(2) Ensure that the resident is free from physical or chemical restraints imposed for purposes of discipline or
convenience and that are not required to treat the resident's medical symptoms. When the use of restraints is
indicated, the facility must use the least restrictive alternative for the least amount of time and document
ongoing re-evaluation of the need for restraints.

(3) Not employ or otherwise engage individuals who—

(i) Have been found guilty of abuse, neglect, exploitation, misappropriation of property, or mistreatment by a
court of law;
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