
42 C.F.R. § 482.51
Condition of participation: Surgical services.

If the hospital provides surgical services, the services must be well organized and provided in accordance with
acceptable standards of practice. If outpatient surgical services are offered the services must be consistent in
quality with inpatient care in accordance with the complexity of services offered.

(a) Standard: Organization and staffing. The organization of the surgical services must be appropriate to the
scope of the services offered.

(1) The operating rooms must be supervised by an experienced registered nurse or a doctor of medicine or
osteopathy.

(2) Licensed practical nurses (LPNs) and surgical technologists (operating room technicians) may serve as
“scrub nurses” under the supervision of a registered nurse.
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