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42 C.F.R. § 482.41

Condition of participation: Physical environment.

The hospital must be constructed, arranged, and maintained to ensure the safety of the patient, and to provide
facilities for diagnosis and treatment and for special hospital services appropriate to the needs of the community.

(a) Standard: Buildings. The condition of the physical plant and the overall hospital environment must be
developed and maintained in such a manner that the safety and well-being of patients are assured.

(1) There must be emergency power and lighting in at least the operating, recovery, intensive care, and
emergency rooms, and stairwells. In all other areas not serviced by the emergency supply source, battery lamps
and flashlights must be available.

(2) There must be facilities for emergency gas and water supply.
(b) Standard: Life safety from fire. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section—

(i) The hospital must meet the applicable provisions and must proceed in accordance with the Life Safety Code
(NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim Amendments TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4.) Outpatient surgical
departments must meet the provisions applicable to Ambulatory Health Care Occupancies, regardless of the
number of patients served.

(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section, corridor doors and doors to rooms containing
flammable or combustible materials must be provided with positive latching hardware. Roller latches are
prohibited on such doors.
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