
42 C.F.R. § 476.98
Reviewer qualifications and participation.

(a) Peer review by physician. (1) Except as provided in paragraph (a)(2) of this section, each person who makes
an initial denial determination about services furnished or proposed to be furnished by a licensed doctor of
medicine or osteopathy or by a doctor of dentistry must be respectively another licensed doctor of medicine
or osteopathy or of dentistry in the QIO area.

(2) If a QIO determines that peers are not available to make initial denial determinations, a doctor of medicine
or osteopathy may make denial determinations for services ordered or performed by a doctor in any of the
three specialties.
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