
42 C.F.R. § 440.70
Home health services.

(a) “Home health services” means the services in paragraph (b) of this section that are provided to a
beneficiary—

(1) At his place of residence, as specified in paragraph (c) of this section; and

(2) On orders written by a physician, nurse practitioner, clinical nurse specialist or physician assistant,
working in accordance with State law, as part of a written plan of care that the ordering practitioner reviews
every 60 days for services described in (b)(1), (2), and (4) of this section; and

(3) On his or her physician's orders or orders written by a licensed practitioner of the healing arts acting within
the scope of practice authorized under State law, as part of a written plan of care for services described in
paragraph (b)(3) of this section. The plan of care must be reviewed by the ordering practitioner as specified in
paragraph (b)(3)(iii) of this section.

(b) Home health services include the following services and items. Paragraphs (b)(1), (2) and (3) of this
section are required services and items that must be covered according to the home health coverage
parameters. Services in paragraph (b)(4) of this section are optional. Coverage of home health services
cannot be contingent upon the beneficiary needing nursing or therapy services.

(1) Nursing service, as defined in the State Nurse Practice Act, that is provided on a part-time or intermittent
basis by a home health agency as defined in paragraph (d) of this section, or if there is no agency in the area, a
registered nurse who—

(i) Is currently licensed to practice in the State;

(ii) Receives written orders from the patient's practitioner as defined in (a)(2) of this section;

(iii) Documents the care and services provided; and

(iv) Has had orientation to acceptable clinical and administrative recordkeeping from a health department nurse.

(2) Home health aide service provided by a home health agency,

(3) Medical supplies, equipment, and appliances suitable for use in any setting in which normal life activities
take place, as defined at § 440.70(c)(1).
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