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42 C.F.R.§ 438.334

Medicaid managed care quality rating system.

(a) General rule. Each State contracting with an MCO, PIHP or PAHP to furnish services to Medicaid
beneficiaries must—

(1) Adopt the Medicaid managed care quality rating system developed by CMS in accordance with paragraph (b)
of this section; or

(2) Adopt an alternative Medicaid managed care quality rating system in accordance with paragraph (c) of this
section.

(3) Implement such Medicaid managed care quality rating system within 3 years of the date of a final notice
published in the Federal Register.

(b) Quality rating system. (1) CMS, after consulting with States and other stakeholders and providing public
notice and opportunity to comment, will develop a framework for a Medicaid managed care quality rating
system (QRS), including the identification of the performance measures, a subset of mandatory
performance measures, and a methodology, that aligns where appropriate with the qualified health plan
quality rating system developed in accordance with 45 CFR 156.1120, the Medicare Advantage 5-Star Rating
System described in subpart D of part 422 of this chapter, and other related CMS quality rating approaches.
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