
42 C.F.R. § 438.2
Definitions.

As used in this part—

Abuse means as the term is defined in § 455.2 of this chapter.

Actuary means an individual who meets the qualification standards established by the American Academy of
Actuaries for an actuary and follows the practice standards established by the Actuarial Standards Board. In this
part, Actuary refers to an individual who is acting on behalf of the State when used in reference to the
development and certification of capitation rates.

Capitation payment means a payment the State makes periodically to a contractor on behalf of each beneficiary
enrolled under a contract and based on the actuarially sound capitation rate for the provision of services under
the State plan. The State makes the payment regardless of whether the particular beneficiary receives services
during the period covered by the payment.

Choice counseling means the provision of information and services designed to assist beneficiaries in making
enrollment decisions; it includes answering questions and identifying factors to consider when choosing among
managed care plans and primary care providers. Choice counseling does not include making recommendations
for or against enrollment into a specific MCO, PIHP, or PAHP.

Comprehensive risk contract means a risk contract between the State and an MCO that covers comprehensive
services, that is, inpatient hospital services and any of the following services, or any three or more of the
following services:

(1) Outpatient hospital services.

(2) Rural health clinic services.

(3) Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) services.

(4) Other laboratory and X-ray services.

(5) Nursing facility (NF) services.

(6) Early and periodic screening, diagnostic, and treatment (EPSDT) services.

(7) Family planning services.

(8) Physician services.

(9) Home health services.

Enrollee means a Medicaid beneficiary who is currently enrolled in an MCO, PIHP, PAHP, PCCM, or PCCM entity in
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a given managed care program.

Enrollee encounter data means the information relating to the receipt of any item(s) or service(s) by an enrollee
under a contract between a State and a MCO, PIHP, or PAHP that is subject to the requirements of §§ 438.242 and
438.818.
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