
42 C.F.R. § 424.14
Requirements for inpatient services of inpatient psychiatric facilities.

(a) Requirements for certification and recertification: General considerations. Certification begins with the order
for inpatient admission. The content requirements differ from those for other hospitals because the care
furnished in inpatient psychiatric facilities is often purely custodial and thus not covered under Medicare.
The purpose of the statements, therefore, is to help ensure that Medicare pays only for services of the type
appropriate for Medicare coverage. Accordingly, Medicare Part A pays for inpatient services in an inpatient
psychiatric facility only if a physician certifies and recertifies the need for services consistent with the
requirements of this section, as appropriate.
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