
42 C.F.R. § 418.302
Payment procedures for hospice care.

(a) CMS establishes payment amounts for specific categories of covered hospice care.

(b) Payment amounts are determined within each of the following categories:

(1) Routine home care day. A routine home care day is a day on which an individual who has elected to receive
hospice care is at home and is not receiving continuous care as defined in paragraph (b)(2) of this section.

(i) Service intensity add-on. Routine home care days that occur during the last 7 days of a hospice election ending
with a patient discharged due to death are eligible for a service intensity add-on payment.

(ii) The service intensity add-on payment shall be equal to the continuous home care hourly payment rate, as
described in paragraph (e)(4) of this section, multiplied by the amount of direct patient care actually provided by
a RN and/or social worker, up to 4 hours total per day.

(2) Continuous home care day. A continuous home care day is a day on which an individual who has elected to
receive hospice care is not in an inpatient facility and receives hospice care consisting predominantly of
nursing care on a continuous basis at home. Home health aide (also known as a hospice aide) or homemaker
services or both may also be provided on a continuous basis. Continuous home care is only furnished during
brief periods of crisis as described in § 418.204(a) and only as necessary to maintain the terminally ill patient at
home.

(3) Inpatient respite care day. An inpatient respite care day is a day on which the individual who has elected
hospice care receives care in an approved facility on a short-term basis for respite.
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