
42 C.F.R. § 418.22
Certification of terminal illness.

(a) Timing of certification—(1) General rule. The hospice must obtain written certification of terminal illness for
each of the periods listed in § 418.21, even if a single election continues in effect for an unlimited number
of periods, as provided in § 418.24(c).

(2) Basic requirement. Except as provided in paragraph (a)(3) of this section, the hospice must obtain the
written certification before it submits a claim for payment.

(3) Exceptions. (i) If the hospice cannot obtain the written certification within 2 calendar days, after a period
begins, it must obtain an oral certification within 2 calendar days and the written certification before it
submits a claim for payment.

(ii) Certifications may be completed no more than 15 calendar days prior to the effective date of election.

(iii) Recertifications may be completed no more than 15 calendar days prior to the start of the subsequent benefit
period.

(4) Face-to-face encounter. (i) As of January 1, 2011, a hospice physician or hospice nurse practitioner must have
a face-to-face encounter with each hospice patient whose total stay across all hospices is anticipated to reach
the 3rd benefit period. The face-to-face encounter must occur prior to, but no more than 30 calendar days prior
to, the 3rd benefit period recertification, and every benefit period recertification thereafter, to gather clinical
findings to determine continued eligibility for hospice care.
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