
42 C.F.R. § 8.27
Opportunity for oral presentation.

(a) Electing oral presentation. If an opportunity for an oral presentation is desired, the appellant shall request it
at the time it submits its written request for review to the reviewing official. The reviewing official will
grant the request if the official determines that the decisionmaking process will be substantially aided by
oral presentations and arguments. The reviewing official may also provide for an oral presentation at the
official's own initiative or at the request of the respondent.

(b) Presiding official. The reviewing official or designee will be the presiding official responsible for conducting
the oral presentation.

(c) Preliminary conference. The presiding official may hold a prehearing conference (usually a telephone
conference call) to consider any of the following: Simplifying and clarifying issues; stipulations and
admissions; limitations on evidence and witnesses that will be presented at the hearing; time allotted for
each witness and the hearing altogether; scheduling the hearing; and any other matter that will assist in
the review process. Normally, this conference will be conducted informally and off the record; however, the
presiding official may, at the presiding official's discretion, produce a written document summarizing the
conference or transcribe the conference, either of which will be made a part of the record.
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