
42 C.F.R. § 416.44
Condition for coverage—Environment.

The ASC must have a safe and sanitary environment, properly constructed, equipped, and maintained to protect
the health and safety of patients.

(a) Standard: Physical environment. The ASC must provide a functional and sanitary environment for the
provision of surgical services.

(1) Each operating room must be designed and equipped so that the types of surgery conducted can be
performed in a manner that protects the lives and assures the physical safety of all individuals in the area.

(2) The ASC must have a separate recovery room and waiting area.

(b) Standard: Safety from fire. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the ASC must meet the
provisions applicable to Ambulatory Health Care Occupancies, regardless of the number of patients served,
and must proceed in accordance with the Life Safety Code (NFPA 101 and Tentative Interim Amendments
TIA 12-1, TIA 12-2, TIA 12-3, and TIA 12-4).

(2) In consideration of a recommendation by the State survey agency or Accrediting Organization or at the
discretion of the Secretary, may waive, for periods deemed appropriate, specific provisions of the Life Safety
Code, which would result in unreasonable hardship upon an ASC, but only if the waiver will not adversely affect
the health and safety of the patients.
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