
42 C.F.R. § 414.46
Additional rules for payment of anesthesia services.

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) Base unit means the value for each anesthesia code that reflects all activities other than anesthesia time.
These activities include usual preoperative and postoperative visits, the administration of fluids and blood
incident to anesthesia care, and monitoring services.

(2) Anesthesia practitioner, for the purpose of anesthesia time, means a physician who performs the anesthesia
service alone, a CRNA who is not medically directed who performs the anesthesia service alone, or a medically
directed CRNA.

(3) Anesthesia time means the time during which an anesthesia practitioner is present with the patient. It starts
when the anesthesia practitioner begins to prepare the patient for anesthesia services and ends when the
anesthesia practitioner is no longer furnishing anesthesia services to the beneficiary, that is, when the
beneficiary may be placed safely under postoperative care. Anesthesia time is a continuous time period from
the start of anesthesia to the end of an anesthesia service. In counting anesthesia time, the anesthesia
practitioner can add blocks of anesthesia time around an interruption in anesthesia time as long as the
anesthesia practitioner is furnishing continuous anesthesia care within the time periods around the
interruption.

(b) Determinations of payment amount—Basic rule. For anesthesia services performed, medically directed, or
medically supervised by a physician, CMS pays the lesser of the actual charge or the anesthesia fee schedule
amount.

(1) The carrier bases the fee schedule amount for an anesthesia service on the product of the sum of allowable
base and time units and an anesthesia-specific CF. The carrier calculates the time units from the anesthesia
time reported by the anesthesia practitioner for the anesthesia procedure. The physician who fulfills the
conditions for medical direction in § 415.110 (Conditions for payment: Anesthesiology services) reports the
same anesthesia time as the medically-directed CRNA.
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