
42 C.F.R. § 414.1270
Determination and calculation of Value-Based Payment Modifier
adjustments.

(a) For the CY 2015 payment adjustment period:

(1) Downward payment adjustments. A downward payment adjustment will be applied to a group of physicians
subject to the value-based payment modifier if—

(i) Such group neither self-nominates for the PQRS GPRO and reports at least one measure, nor elects the PQRS
administrative claims option for CY 2013 as defined in § 414.90(h).

(A) Such adjustment will be −1.0 percent.

(B) [Reserved]

(ii) Such group elects that its value-based payment modifier be calculated using a quality-tiering approach, and
is determined to have poor performance (low quality and high costs; low quality and average costs; or average
quality and high costs).

(A) Such adjustment will not exceed −1.0 percent as specified in § 414.1275(c)(1).

(B) [Reserved]

(2) No payment adjustments. There will be no value-based payment modifier adjustment applied to a group of
physicians subject to the value-based payment modifier if such group either:

(i) Self-nominates for the PQRS GPRO and reports at least one measure; or

(ii) Elects the PQRS administrative claims option for CY 2013 as defined in § 414.90(h).

(3) Upward payment adjustments. If a group of physicians subject to the value-based payment modifier elects
that the value-based payment modifier be calculated using a quality-tiering approach, upward payment
adjustments are determined based on the projected aggregate amount of downward payment adjustments
determined under paragraph (a)(1) of this section and applied as specified in § 414.1275(c)(1).
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