
42 C.F.R. § 413.178
ESRD quality incentive program.

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) Achievement threshold means the 15th percentile of national ESRD facility performance on a clinical measure
during the baseline period for a payment year.

(2) Baseline period means, with respect to a payment year, the time period used to calculate the performance
standards, benchmark, improvement threshold and achievement threshold that apply to each clinical measure
for that payment year.

(3) Benchmark means, with respect to a payment year, the 90th percentile of national ESRD facility
performance on a clinical measure during the baseline period that applies to the measure for that payment
year.

(4) Clinical measure means a measure that is scored for a payment year using the methodology described in
paragraphs (e)(1)(i) through (v) of this section.

(5) End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Quality Incentive Program (QIP) means the program authorized under section
1881(h) of the Social Security Act.

(6) ESRD facility means an ESRD facility as defined in § 413.171.

(7) Improvement threshold means an ESRD facility's performance on a clinical measure during the baseline
period that applies to the measure for a payment year.

(8) Minimum total performance score (mTPS) means, with respect to a payment year except payment year 2023,
the total performance score that an ESRD facility would receive if it performed at the 50th percentile of
national ESRD facility performance on all clinical measures during the baseline period, and it performed at the
median of national ESRD facility performance on all reporting measures using data from the most recently
available year before the performance period.

(9) Payment reduction means the reduction, as specified by CMS, to each payment that would otherwise be made
to an ESRD facility under § 413.230 for a calendar year based on the TPS earned by the ESRD facility for the
corresponding payment year that is lower than the mTPS score established for that payment year.

(10) Payment year means the calendar year for which a payment reduction, if applicable, is applied to the
payments otherwise made to an ESRD facility under § 413.230.

(11) Performance period means the time period during which data are collected for the purpose of calculating an
ESRD facility's performance on measures with respect to a payment year.

(12) Performance standards are, for a clinical measure, the performance levels used to award points to an ESRD
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facility based on its performance on the measure, and are, for a reporting measure, the levels of data
submission and completion of other actions specified by CMS that are used to award points to an ESRD facility
on the measure.

(13) Reporting measure means a measure that is scored for a payment year using the methodology described in
paragraph (e)(1)(vi) of this section.

(14) Total performance score (TPS) means the numeric score ranging from 0 to 100 awarded to each ESRD facility
based on its performance under the ESRD QIP with respect to a payment year.

(b) Applicability of the ESRD QIP. The ESRD QIP applies to ESRD facilities as defined at § 413.171 beginning the
first day of the month that is 4 months after the facility CMS Certification Number (CCN) effective date.

(c) ESRD QIP measure selection, retention, and removal—(1) ESRD QIP measure selection. CMS specifies measures
for the ESRD QIP for a payment year and groups the measures into domains. The measures for a payment
year include:
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