
42 C.F.R. § 410.37
Colorectal cancer screening tests: Conditions for and limitations on
coverage.

(a) Definitions. As used in this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) Colorectal cancer screening tests means any of the following procedures furnished to an individual for the
purpose of early detection of colorectal cancer:

(i) Screening fecal-occult blood tests.

(ii) Screening flexible sigmoidoscopies.

(iii) Screening colonoscopies, including anesthesia furnished in conjunction with the service.

(iv) Screening barium enemas.

(v) Other tests or procedures established by a national coverage determination, and modifications to tests under
this paragraph, with such frequency and payment limits as CMS determines appropriate, in consultation with
appropriate organizations

(2) Screening fecal-occult blood test means—

(i) A guaiac-based test for peroxidase activity, testing two samples from each of three consecutive stools, or,

(ii) Other tests as determined by the Secretary through a national coverage determination.

(3) An individual at high risk for colorectal cancer means an individual with—

(i) A close relative (sibling, parent, or child) who has had colorectal cancer or an adenomatous polyp;

(ii) A family history of familial adenomatous polyposis;

(iii) A family history of hereditary nonpolyposis colorectal cancer;

(iv) A personal history of adenomatous polyps; or

(v) A personal history of colorectal cancer; or

(vi) Inflammatory bowel disease, including Crohn's Disease, and ulcerative colitis.

(4) Screening barium enema means—

(i) A screening double contrast barium enema of the entire colorectum (including a physician's interpretation of
the results of the procedure); or
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