
42 C.F.R. § 410.20
Physicians' services.

(a) Included services. Medicare Part B pays for physicians' services, including diagnosis, therapy, surgery,
consultations, and home, office, and institutional calls.

(b) By whom services must be furnished. Medicare Part B pays for the services specified in paragraph (a) of this
section if they are furnished by one of the following professionals who is legally authorized to practice by
the State in which he or she performs the functions or actions, and who is acting within the scope of his or
her license.

(1) A doctor of medicine or osteopathy, including an osteopathic practitioner recognized in section 1101(a)(7) of
the Act.

(2) A doctor of dental surgery or dental medicine.

(3) A doctor of podiatric medicine.

(4) A doctor of optometry.

(5) A chiropractor who meets the qualifications specified in § 410.22

(c) Limitations on services. The Services specified in paragraph (a) of this section may be covered under
Medicare Part B if they are furnished within the limitations specified in §§ 410.22 through 410.25.

(d) Prior determination of medical necessity for physicians' services—(1) Definitions. (i) A “Prior Determination of
Medical Necessity” means an individual decision by a Medicare contractor, before a physician's service is
furnished, as to whether or not the physician's service is covered consistent with the requirements of
section 1862(a)(1)(A) of the Act relating to medical necessity.

(ii) An “eligible requester” includes the following:

(A) A participating physician (or a physician that accepts assignment), but only with respect to physicians'
services to be furnished to an individual who is entitled to receive benefits under this part and who has consented
to the physician making the request under this section for those physicians' services.

(B) An individual entitled to benefits under this part, but only with respect to physicians' services for which the
individual receives, from a physician, an advance beneficiary notice under section 1879(a) of the Act.
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