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42 C.F.R. § 405.506

Charges hiqher than customary or prevailing charges or lowest
charge levels.

A charge which exceeds the customary charge of the physician or other person who rendered the medical or other
health service, or the prevailing charge in the locality, or an applicable lowest charge level may be found to be
reasonable, but only where there are unusual circumstances, or medical complications requiring additional time,
effort or expense which support an additional charge, and only if it is acceptable medical or medical service
practice in the locality to make an extra charge in such cases. The mere fact that the physician's or other person's
customary charge is higher than prevailing would not justify a determination that it is reasonable.
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