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42 C.F.R. § 401.607

Claims collection.

(a) General policy. CMS recovers amounts of claims due from debtors, including interest where appropriate, by

(1) Direct collections in lump sums or in installments; or
(2) Offsets against monies owed to the debtor by the Federal government where possible.

(b) Collection in lump sums. Whenever possible, CMS attempts to collect claims in full in one lump sum.
However, if CMS determines that a debtor is unable to pay the claim in one lump sum, CMS may instead
enter into an agreement to accept regular installment payments.

(c) Collection in installments. Generally, CMS requires that all claims to be satisfied by installment payments
must be liquidated in three years or less. If unusual circumstances exist, such as the possibility of debtor
insolvency, an installment agreement that extends beyond three years may be approved.

(1) Debtor request. If a debtor desires to repay a claim in installments, the debtor must submit—

(i) A request to CMS; and
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